Jump to appended: Weekly Devotional #22?
                      *PRAYER REQUESTS*    *(indicates new) 
Please remember all people on our Prayer List with prayers, thoughts, cards: 

MEMBERS & FRIENDS OF THE VALLEYS:  

Barbara Lauver; Arletta Thomas; Dennis & Janette Leitzel; Gerry Wiest; Neva Cichy; Gary Fetterhoff; Arletta Thomas; Marissa Faust; Donna Motter; Hannah Gonder; Kayla Gonder; Dennis Croutharmel; Aaron Herb; Gail Shertzer; Mary Cooke; Gary Miller; Carol Cooper; Jane Baker; Dean Etzweiler; Esther Masser; Sue Maiche; Sophia, Ben & Sarah Heinbaugh; Carole Fetterhoff, Randy Pomeroy; Lori Graeff;  Kelly Richter; Deanna McNair; Glen Hale; Kelly Shutt; Deb Castellani; Judy Miller; Dorothy Rand; Ben Baker; Inez Boyer; Liam Neiswender; Terry Etzweiler; Carl Baker; Neva Smith; Rick Welker; Rob; Naomi Patrick; Alan Bostdorf; Nancy/Tim Wilbert; Jacob Castellani; Stan/Loretta Brown; Cammie/Raymond Enders; Jennifer Herb; Karen Kahler; Jean Enders; Hilda Baker; Karen Saul; Destiny Snyder; Glenda Lissner; Guy Kerstetter; Katy Campbell; Larry Snyder; Carolyn Rickmer; Joslyn Thomas; Kevin; Jim Zeigler; Janelle Miller; Ellen Snyder; James Eisenhard; Janet Flowers; Ruth Boyer; Kelly Malave; Henry Hassinger; Phyllis McCleaf; Sue Miller; Ray Meredith; Jerry Sturm; Earl Zartman; Jerry Valentine; James Brown; Janeal Yerger; Peyton Simmers, (Shirley Miller’s niece’s son); Justin Hoffman, (Barb Croutharmel’s nephew); Ellie Baker; Deb Perkins
MISSIONS: Covenant Missionaries:  Covenant Missionaries and all Missionaries serving all around the world.
Please inform The Valleys if you or a member of your family is in the hospital, the hospitals do not inform us unless you tell them to contact us.  Please call the church office (717-896-3118). Please put prayer requests (also name of person requesting prayer) on the back of “Welcome Card” which is in the pew rack and place it in the offering plate, also please give a contact name who we can contact for updates or call the church office. In order to keep prayer list accurate, we will keep people on prayer list for 60 days unless we receive a phone call or email update to keep them on the list from person who put person on prayer list.
Weekly envelopes/monetary donations may be dropped off at the church during office hours or mailed. Bulletin & devotionals are on the church website. 
 [image: image1.emf]


                                     June 5 2022

    Pentecost Sunday
    Pastor Ron Reitz - Guest Speaker 
                      The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
          3682 Peters Mountain Rd.  P O Box H Halifax, PA 17032
       Church Office Hours: Mon. thru Thurs. - 10AM to 3PM 

                                  Church Office (717-896-3118)           

          Web Site - ValleysEcc.Org   Email - valleysecc.halifax@gmail.com
View online services at Link:

    or on YouTube Link 
If you are not on Facebook, go to the above link and you should be able to see any of the services (after the live stream is finished).  You can also listen to the sermon on Valleys website.
      Valleys new email!  valleysecc.halifax@gmail.com
The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church

Pastor Ron Reitz, Guest Speaker
Marie Herb, Liturgist

Ann Hale, Diane Shaffer, Communion Servers

Organist, Peggy Berra
Video Technician, Seth Guertin

June 5, 2022 - Worship, 10:15AM Pentecost Sunday
          Hymns are in the (RED) HYMNAL for Worship & Celebration 

unless otherwise noted.    (*Please stand as you are able)
   Prelude    
Announcements, Call to Worship                   Bob Endy                                                                             
Call to Worship: (Responsively)                                    

L:   Let us come together as part of God’s beloved family.
P:  We are indeed God’s children. Let us gather today in God’s house. 
L:  We have been faithful at times and we have strayed at times from God’s love.
P:  But God has never given up on us, always awaiting our return home.
L:  Come let us worship together.

 *Hymn -            “Sweet, Sweet Spirit”                   Page 252

                               (Repeat Refrain)

*Invocation                                                          Liturgist     

Heavenly Father, on this day, 2000 years ago, you created the church by having the Holy Spirit exist in your believers. We rejoice that you have allowed us, men and women, Jew and Gentile, to experience new life. God, like a loving parent You have always watched over us, even when we were intent on running away from You. Forgive us, Lord. We thank you and give You our heartfelt love. In Christ, we pray. Amen. 
 

Scripture Readings *indicates sermon text
Psalm: Psalm 107:1-3, 17-22 (Responsively)   (See Insert)   Liturgist
N. Test.: Acts 2:1-21                           (See Insert)   Dave Novinger
2 Corinthians 5:16-21                         (See Insert)    Ed Berra
Hymn -            “O, Jesus I have Promised”            Page 369 

Sermon Text: Gospel: Luke 15:11-32 (See Insert)   Liturgist               
Sermon:  “Do You Have a Prodigal Son?”          Pastor Ron Reitz 
Prayers with the Lord’s Prayer (sins/sinned)             Liturgist
Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who have sinned against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
Preparation for Holy Communion                          
Profession of Faith: - The Apostles Creed (In Unison)  


   I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth; and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord;  who 
was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was   crucified,  
 dead, and buried; he descended into Hades;  the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty, from thence he  shall come to judge the quick and the dead.


 I believe in the Holy Spirit; the holy Christian Church; the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting.  Amen.                    
HOLY COMMUNION - Marie Herb, Dave Novinger, Liturgy                                       
      *Hymn -                “Heaven Came Down”                 Page 495
      *Benediction                                                           Liturgist
Go out into God’s world filled with the spark of the Holy Spirit. Let love guide your actions. Listen for the Spirit of Truth. Spread the peace of Christ and remind everyone you meet that each one is a beloved child of God. Amen.
Greeting: “The Peace of God be with you.”               Liturgist
Response: “And also with you.”                          Congregation      

“Go now in peace.”                                                Liturgist


Post-Service Music 
WE WELCOME AND THANK PASTOR RON REITZ for being our Guest Speaker today June 5th
Worship Service: We welcome you today June 5th Pentecost Sunday! Hand sanitizer and masks are available if you are concerned about safety. We encourage you to use your best judgment if you are at all sick to remain home until you are better. Thank you. Please put your offering in the basket in rear of Sanctuary. 
                                  CHURCH CALENDAR 
          
June   5 - 9:00AM - Sunday School at Valleys
                10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online - Pastor Ron Reitz, Guest Speaker - Holy Communion
May   6 - 7:00PM - Elders Meeting

May   7 - 7:00PM - Deacons Meeting

June 12 - 9:00AM - Sunday School at Valleys
                10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online -

               Pastor Shawn Bentley, Guest Speaker

ELDERS MEETING will be held tomorrow night June 6th at 7:00PM.  DEACONS MEETING will be held Tues. June 7th at 7:00PM.
DEACONS MEETING will be held Tues. June 7th at 7:00PM.

SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS:  June 5 - Sharon Fetterhoff June 12 - Ed & Peggy Berra; June 19 - Donna Novinger. If you cannot teach on your Sunday, please inform Dave Novinger or the church office as soon as possible.
LAY READERS: June 5 - Dave Novinger, Ed Berra; June 12 - Leon Shaffer, Donna Novinger; June 19 - Bridget Campbell, Sharon Fetterhoff. If you cannot read scripture on your Sunday, please inform the church office. Thank you.
PLEASE TURN OFF CELL PHONES, PAGERS, ETC. during our worship service.  Thank you for your cooperation.

Attendance: 
In-person worship for May 29 was 33. 
Face book views for May 29 as of June 1 were 36.

Face book views for May 22 as of June 1 were 40.
MISSION OFFERING donations (May thru August) go to “Back to School Project” (Please put it in weekly envelopes marked “Missions”.)
                       SCRIPTURE READINGS
1st SCRIPTURE READING-Responsive - Psalm 107:1-3, 17-22 (NLT)
1 Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good!
    His faithful love endures forever.
2 Has the Lord redeemed you? Then speak out!
    Tell others he has redeemed you from your enemies.
3 For he has gathered the exiles from many lands,
    from east and west, from north and south.

17 Some were fools; they rebelled and suffered for their sins.
18 They couldn’t stand the thought of food,
    and they were knocking on death’s door.
19 “Lord, help!” they cried in their trouble,
    and he saved them from their distress.
20 He sent out his word and healed them,
    snatching them from the door of death.
21 Let them praise the Lord for his great love
    and for the wonderful things he has done for them.
22 Let them offer sacrifices of thanksgiving
    and sing joyfully about his glorious acts.
2nd Reading - N.T. Acts 2:1-21 (NLT)
2 On the day of Pentecost all the believers were meeting together in one place. 2 Suddenly, there was a sound from heaven like the roaring of a mighty windstorm, and it filled the house where they were sitting. 3 Then, what looked like flames or tongues of fire appeared and settled on each of them. 4 And everyone present was filled with the Holy Spirit and began speaking in other languages,

as the Holy Spirit gave them this ability. 5 At that time there were devout Jews from every nation living in Jerusalem. 6 When they heard the loud noise, everyone came running, and they were bewildered to hear their own languages being spoken by the believers. 7 They were completely amazed. “How can this be?” they exclaimed. “These people are all from Galilee, 8 and yet we hear them speaking in our own native languages! 9 Here we are—Parthians, Medes, Elamites, people from Mesopotamia, Judea, Cappadocia, Pontus, the province of Asia, 10 Phrygia, Pamphylia, Egypt, and the areas of Libya around Cyrene, visitors from Rome 11 (both Jews and converts to Judaism), Cretans, and Arabs. And we all hear these people speaking in our own languages about 
2nd Reading - N.T. Acts 2:1-21 (NLT)   (Continued)
the wonderful things God has done!” 12 They stood there amazed and perplexed. “What can this mean?” they asked each other. 13 But others in the crowd ridiculed them, saying, “They’re just drunk, that’s all!” 14 Then Peter stepped forward with the eleven other apostles and shouted to the crowd, “Listen carefully, all of you, fellow Jews and residents of Jerusalem! Make no mistake about this. 15 These people are not drunk, as some of you are assuming. Nine o’clock in the morning is much too early for that. 16 No, what you see was predicted long ago by the prophet Joel: 17 ‘In the last days,’ God says, ‘I will pour out my Spirit upon all people. Your sons and daughters will prophesy. Your young men will see visions, and your old men will dream dreams. 18 In those days I will pour out my Spirit even on my servants—men and women alike—and they will prophesy. 19 And I will cause wonders in the heavens above and signs on the earth below—blood and fire and clouds of smoke. 20 The sun will become dark, and the moon will turn blood red before that great and glorious day of the Lord arrives. 21 But everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.’
      3rd Reading - N. T. - 2 Corinthians 5:16-21 (NLT)
16 So we have stopped evaluating others from a human point of view. At one time we thought of Christ merely from a human point of view. How differently we know him now! 17 This means that anyone who belongs to Christ has become a new person. The old life is gone; a new life has begun! 18 And all of this is a gift from God, who brought us back to himself through Christ. And God has given us this task of reconciling people to him. 19 For God was in Christ, reconciling the world to himself, no longer counting people’s sins against them. And he gave us this wonderful message of reconciliation. 20 So we are Christ’s ambassadors; God is making his appeal through us. We speak for Christ when we plead, “Come back to God!” 21 For God made Christ, who never sinned, to be the offering for our sin, so that we could be made right with God through Christ.
4th Reading - Gospel - Sermon Scripture - Luke 15:11-32 (NLT)
11 To illustrate the point further, Jesus told them this story: “A man had two sons. 12 The younger son told his father, ‘I want my share of your estate now before you die.’ So his father agreed to divide his wealth between his sons. 13 “A few days later this younger son packed all his belongings and moved to a distant land, and there he wasted all his money in wild living. 14 About the time his money ran out, a great famine swept over the land, and he began to starve. 15 He persuaded a local farmer to hire him, and the man sent him into his fields to feed the pigs. 16 The young man became so hungry that even the pods he was feeding the pigs looked good to him. But no one gave him any- thing. 17 “When he finally came to his senses, he said to himself, ‘At home even the hired servants have food enough to spare, and here I am dying of hunger! 18 I will go home to my father and say, “Father, I have sinned against both heaven and you, 19 and I am no longer worthy of being called your son. Please take me on as a hired servant.”’ 20 “So he returned home to his father. And while he was still a long way off, his father saw him coming. Filled with love and compassion, he ran to his son, embraced him, and kissed him. 21 His son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against both heaven and you, and I am no longer worthy of being called your son.’ 22 “But his father said to the servants, ‘Quick! Bring the finest robe in the house and put it on him. Get a ring for his finger and sandals for his feet. 23 And kill the calf we have been fattening. We must celebrate with a feast, 24 for this son of mine was dead and has now returned to life. He was lost, but now he is found.’ So the party began. 25 “Meanwhile, the older son was in the fields working. When he returned home, he heard music and dancing in the house, 26 and he asked one of the servants what was going on. 27 ‘Your brother is back,’ he was told, ‘and your father has killed the fattened calf. We are celebrating because of his safe return.’ 28 “The older brother was angry and wouldn’t go in. His father came out and begged him, 29 but he replied, ‘All these years I’ve slaved for you and never once refused to do a single thing you told me to. And in all that time you never gave me even one young goat for a feast with my friends. 

30 Yet when this son of yours comes back after squandering your money on prostitutes, you celebrate by killing the fattened calf!’ 31 “His father said to him, ‘Look, dear son, you have always stayed by me, and everything I have is yours. 32 We had to celebrate this happy day. For your brother was dead and has come back to life! He was lost, but now he is found!’”
Hymn: “Sweet, Sweet Spirit” MANNA (Page 252 Red Hymnal)
Doris Akers

CCLI Song #  18204 CCLI License # 2572107
Verse 1  There's a sweet sweet Spirit in this place
And I know that it's the Spirit of the Lord
There are sweet expressions on each face
And I know they feel the presence of the Lord   Chorus
Chorus    Sweet Holy Spirit
Sweet heavenly Dove
Stay right here with us
Filling us with Your love
And for these blessings
We lift our hearts in praise
Without a doubt we'll know
That we have been revived
When we shall leave this place
Verse 2   There are blessings you cannot receive
Till you know Him in His fullness and believe
You're the one to profit when you say
I am going to walk with Jesus all the way             Chorus
Verse 3    If you say He saved you from your sin
Now You're weak you're bound and cannot enter in
You can make it right if you will yield
You'll enjoy the Holy Spirit that we feel                Chorus
(Note: Verses 2 and 3 are not in our hymnbook)
Links for Hymn “Sweet, Sweet Spirit”: (Pg. 252)
   https://youtu.be/fztWTp42zLc?t=5 
   https://youtu.be/xUjRo20G5jM?t=4 

   https://youtu.be/XcXJHNmtPCY?t=2 
_________________________________________________
      Hymn Links: “O Jesus, I Have Promised” (Angel’s Story): (Pg. 369)

https://youtu.be/gTiLnvVOb6A  

 https://youtu.be/rC-2Ss9tg7I?t=6 
https://youtu.be/zMd8p-ffLYM?t=2
Hymn: “O Jesus, I Have Promised” (ANGEL’S STORY) 
(Page 369Red Hymnal)     Public Domain
Arthur Henry Mann | John Ernest Bode

CCLI Song # 40454   CCLI License # 2572107
Verse 1  O Jesus I have promised
To serve Thee to the end
Be Thou forever near me
My Master and my friend
I shall not fear the battle
If Thou art by my side
Nor wander from the pathway
If Thou wilt be my Guide
Verse 2   O let me feel Thee near me
The world is ever near
I see the sights that dazzle
The tempting sounds I hear
My foes are ever near me
Around me and within
But Jesus draw Thou nearer
And shield my soul from sin
Verse 3   O Jesus Thou hast promised
To all who follow Thee
That where Thou art in glory
There shall Thy servant be
And Jesus I have promised
To serve Thee to the end
O give me grace to follow
My Master and my friend
      _____________________________________________________

FREE TAKEOUT COMMUNITY MEAL on Tuesday June 14, 2022, pick up meals between 5:30-6:30PM. Menu: Campfire Bundles (Meatballs, carrots, celery, potatoes), salad (Choice of French or Ranch or Italian dressing), fruit salad, dessert (Choice of Choc cake w/PB or Choc cake w/white or Yellow cake w/white or Yellow cake w/choc). Meals must be reserved by Thurs. June 9th. Please see signup sheet in narthex for food donations and helpers.

Hymn: “Heaven Came Down” (HEAVEN CAME DOWN) 
(Page 495 Red Hymnal)     
John W. Peterson 19605   CCLI License # 2572107
Verse 1  O what a wonderful wonderful day
Day I will never forget
After I'd wandered in darkness away
Jesus my Savior I met
O what a tender compassionate friend
He met the need of my heart
Shadows dispelling with joy I am telling
He made all the darkness depart                      Chorus
Chorus   Heaven came down and glory filled my soul
When at the cross the Savior made me whole
My sins were washed away
And my night was turned to day
Heaven came down and glory filled my soul
Verse 2   Born of the Spirit with life from above
Into God's fam'ly divine
Justified fully through Calvary's love
O what a standing is mine
And the transaction so quickly was made
When as a sinner I came
Took of the offer of grace
He did proffer He saved me
O praise His dear name                                    Chorus
Verse 3   Now I've a hope that will surely endure
After the passing of time
I have a future in heaven for sure
There in those mansions sublime
And it's because of that wonderful day
When at the cross I believed
Riches eternal and blessings supernal
From His precious hand I received                     Chorus
Link to Hymn “Heaven Came Down”  (Pg. 495)

https://youtu.be/tl8Jz7yWTqo?t=3
https://youtu.be/YNBY_kshx4A?t=1 
History of Hymn “Sweet, Sweet Spirit” (Pg. 252)

     “Sweet, Sweet Spirit was written by gospel songwriter Doris Mae Akers. She was born in Brookfield, Missouri on May 21, 1923, one of ten children, she developed an interest in music at an early age. By age of six, she taught herself to play piano by hear. She wrote her first song “Keep the Fire Burning in Me” at age 10 and two years later organized a 5-piece jazz band. She started the Sky Pilot Choir in 1958. Lindsay Terry commented on the origin of the song in an interview with Doris Akers in the late 1980s:

“She related to me that one Sunday morning in 1962, while directing the Sky Pilot Choir, she said to her singers, ‘You are not ready to go in.’ She didn’t believe they had prayed enough! They were accustomed to spending time with her in prayer before the service, asking God to bless their songs. She said, ‘I feel that prayer is more important than great voices.’ Even though they had prayed, she asked them to pray again, and they did so with renewed fervor. “As they prayed, Doris began to wonder how she could stop this wonderful prayer meeting. She said, ‘I sent word to the pastor letting him know what was happening. He was waiting in the auditorium, wanting to begin the service. Finally I was compelled to say to the choir, We have to go. I hate to leave this room and I know you hate to leave but you know we do have to go to the service. But there is such a sweet, sweet Spirit in this place.’”

     The phrase stayed with her and wrote the song the next day. Matthew 3:16-17 inspired the specific line “Sweet heavenly Dove.” This text focuses on the baptism of Jesus when “he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove, and lighting upon him: And lo a voice from heaven, saying, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.””

      She was named the Gospel Music composer of the year in both 1960 and 1961. Many famous singers recorded her songs, including Aretha Franklin, Mahaila Jackson and George Beverly Shea. She was featured on two of the Gaither homecoming videos in the late 1990s.

She died on July 26, 1995 in Minneapolis. In 2001, she was inducted into the Gospel Music Hall of Fame.

History of Hymn “O Jesus I have promised”  (Pg. 369)
   One of the great Victorian hymns, it was so popular in its day that reportedly the Church of England’s bishops got sick of it and begged the clergy to stop using it.

     O Jesus I Have Promised was written by John Ernest Bode (1816-1874), born in London and educated at both Eton and Charterhouse, then Christ Church, Oxford, where he was the first winner of the Hertford Scholarship in 1835. He was ordained in 1841, and in 1847 became rector of Westwell, Oxfordshire. A high point in his life was an invitation to deliver the celebrated Bampton Lectures at Oxford in 1855. In 1860 Bode moved to the parish of Castle Camps in Cambridgeshire. It was here that he wrote O Jesus I Have Promised for the confirmation service in 1866 of his two sons and daughter. The hymn was originally called O Jesus, We Have Promised and Bode told his children that the hymn included ‘all the important truths I want you to remember’. It was published two years later as a leaflet by SPCK (Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge) entitled Hymn for the Newly Confirmed and later appeared in the second edition of the popular Hymns Ancient and Modern (1875). 
    More than 50 years after its publication, composer and clergyman Percy Dearmer (co-editor with Ralph Vaughan Williams of the 1906 English Hymnal  said that O Jesus I Have Promised was over-used. In his Songs of Praise Discussed (1933) wrote: ‘Bishops have been known to implore their clergy that this hymn should not be sung at all the Confirmations they attend.’

     The tune which was first known for this hymn is called Day of Rest, written by James William Elliott (1833-1915), who was a collector of nursery rhymes, writing some of the tunes that we know today (or at least we used to know). He learned his musical skills as a chorister at Leamington parish church, and later assisted Sir Arthur Sullivan with editing Church Hymns (1874). Another good tune is Thornbury by Basil Harwood (1859-1949). One tune that may be more popular in America is called Angel’s Story and it was written by Arthur Henry Mann (1850-1929). For 53 years he was the organist at King’s College Chapel, Cambridge, where he founded the Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols in 1918.
History of Hymn: “Heaven Came Down “ (Pg. 495)
    Heaven Came Down is a hymn that was written in 1961 by John W Peterson born Nov. 1, 1921; died Sept. 20, 2006.  It draws its inspiration from a testimony delivered by an old man named Jim at Montrose Bible Conference Grounds, Pennsylvania. During the testimony talked of his conversion experience. In the testimony he used the phrase, "It seemed like Heaven came down and glory filled my soul." It is this phrase that inspired John W Pearson to write a song using this phrase later that week. 
     Hymns are normally thought as being more doctrinally rich. Gospel songs (or as they were called in the nineteenth century, “Sunday School songs”) are usually viewed as lighter fare, with much repetition of simple truths. However, this song by John Peterson is an exception, a gospel song that covers a great deal of important Bible truth. Other than the refrain, there are no repeated phrases. It deals particularly with the work of salvation, and the blessings received by it.

     John W Peterson wrote over a thousand hymns but it is this song that has touched and continues to touch millions of Christians all over the world.

     It is so sweet to entrust and surrender our lives to our Savior and Lord Jesus Christ. Heaven does literally come down into our hearts when we do that.
        ​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​___________________________________________________________________________
SEARCH COMMITTEE: We are looking for people to be on the Search Committee for a new pastor. Please prayfully consider being part of the search committee. Contact Dave Novinger if you are interested on being on the search committee or have questions. 

ALTAR FLOWERS: Cost for altar flowers has increased to $37.00 to sponsor flowers for Sunday worship services. 

GIANT GIFT CARDS may be purchased through church office.
The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
3682 Peters Mountain Road (Physical address), P. O. Box H (Mailing address), Halifax, PA  17032

Office: (717)-896-3118       Fax : (717)-896-9038        

                Email: valleysecc.halifax@gmail.com    Website: ValleysEcc.Org

Weekly Devotional #22                   June 5, 2022        “Do You Have a Prodigal Son?”

                                                      Pentecost Sunday

This Sunday Pastor Ron Reitz is our Special Speaker. This meditation is a reflection on Pentecost and also the scripture Pastor Ron be speaking about. We pray this devotional will be meaningful to you. 

Take a minute or two for silent prayer to come before God.

Call to Worship: change this

L: Let us come together as part of God’s beloved family.

P: We are indeed God’s children. Let us gather today in God’s house.

L: We have been faithful at times and we have strayed at times from God’s love,

P: But God has never given up on us, always awaiting our return home.

L: Come, let us worship together.

Invocation:  

Heavenly Father, on this day 2000 years ago, you created the church by having the Holy Spirit exist in your believers. We rejoice that you have allowed us, men and women, Jew and Gentile, to experience new life. God, like a loving parent You have always watched over us, even when we were intent on running away from You. Forgive us, Lord. We thank you and give You are heartfelt love. In Christ we pray. Amen.

Readings: *indicates sermon text

Responsive: Psalm 107:1-3, 17-22

New Testament: Acts 2:1-21

New Testament: 2 Corinthians 5:16-21

*Gospel: Luke 15:11-32

Meditation: “Do You Have a Prodigal Son?”

This Sunday June 5 is Pentecost. So before we get to the sermon text, lets reflect on Pentecost, a very important day to remember. What do we think of when we hear Pentecost? Many people think of a mighty wind, tongues of fire and multiple languages. But Acts 2 begins with another detail that’s just as key: Jesus’ disciples “were all together in one place.” Of course, we also think of Pentecost Sunday. Pentecost started as a Jewish festival commemorating God’s giving the Law to the Israelites 50 days after they escaped from slavery in Egypt. 50 days after Jesus’ resurrection, on a day called Pente-cost, the Christian church was born. Because Pentecost was a holiday celebrating the harvest (a bit like our Thanksgiving), the apostles and a large crowd had gathered to celebrate in Jerusalem.  On Pentecost we remember when the Holy Spirit descended to Jesus’ disciples as they gathered 10 days after Jesus’ ascension. Because the disciples could then share the good news with all the pilgrims assembled for the Pentecost festival, the occasion marks the birthday of the Christian church. Because the disciples were together physically and spiritually, the early believers didn’t miss the life-changing, world-changing birth of the Church. That day alone, about 3,000 people devoted their lives to Christ. Like the Holy Spirit, Pentecost is important and relevant today. As theologian Henri Nouwen writes, “Without Pentecost the Christ-event – the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus – remains confined in history as something to remember, think about and reflect on. The Spirit of Jesus comes to dwell within us, so that we can become living Christs here and now.”


While the pandemic changed our definition of gathering, it also highlighted our need for interaction. If Jesus’ followers hadn’t been assembled on Pentecost, they would’ve missed the outpouring of God’s power and the indescribable joy God had for them. Think about what believers today might miss if we neglect to worship with other friends of Christ. Who would want to miss God’s blessings, promises and joy?


In Acts 2:1-4, scripture tells that ‘On the day of Pentecost all believers were meeting together in one place. Suddenly, there was a sound from heaven like the roaring of a mighty windstorm, and it filled the house where they were sitting. Then, what looked like flames or tongues of fire appeared and settled on each of them. And everyone present was filled with the Holy Spirit and began speaking in other languages, as the Holy Spirit gave them this ability.’ What an amazing sight to see that must have been! To see the believers speaking in tongues was also perplexing to the people. Of course, others in the crowd thought those speaking in tongues were drunk and ridiculed them. 


But Peter shouted at the crowd that the people were not drunk and that it was predicted long ago by the prophet Joel in Acts 2:17-18: ‘In the last days, God says, “I will pour out my Spirit upon all people, Your sons and daughters will prophesy. Your young men will see visions, and your old men will dream dreams. In those days I will pour out my Spirit even on my servants – men and women alike – and they will prophesy…. Acts 2:21 ‘But everyone who calls on the name of the LORD will be saved.’


Before the pandemic, on Pentecost Sunday the choir would sing an anthem “Filled With the Glory.” I know many of us miss hearing the choir sing. I’m sure choir members miss it also. We’ve lost several members of our choir and we would need people to step up and be willing to sing in the choir. Hopefully at some point the choir will be able to sing again. As we sing our hymns this week may we be like the first believers and sing with enthusiasm and joy!

According to a news report, a certain private school in Victoria recently was faced with a unique problem. Several 12-year-old girls were beginning to use lipstick and would put it on in the bathroom. That was fine, but after they put on their lipstick they would press their lips to the mirror, leaving dozens of lip prints. Every night, the custodian would remove the lip prints and the next day the girls would put them back. Finally, the principal decided that something had to be done. She met the girls and at the custodian the bathroom and explained that all these lip prints were causing a major problem for the custodian who had to clean the mirrors every night. To demonstrate how difficult, it had been to clean the mirrors, she asked the custodian to show the girls how much effort was required. He took out a long-handled squeegee, dipped it in the toilet, and cleaned the mirror with it. Since then, there have been no lip prints on the mirror. There are teachers and then there are educators. Sometimes it takes seeing something to learn a lesson doesn’t it?


Our Meditation is on Luke 15:11-32, the Parable of the Prodigal Son.

When D. L. Moody was directing his Sunday School in Chicago, one boy walked several miles to attend; and somebody asked him, “Why don’t you go to a Sunday School closer to home?” His reply might have been used by tavern keepers and sinners in Jesus’ day: “Because they love a feller over there.”


Sinners came to Jesus, not because he catered to them or compromised his message, but because he cared for them. He understood their needs and tried to help them, while the Pharisees criticized them and kept their distance. The Pharisees had a knowledge of the Old Testament Law and a desire for personal purity, but they had no love for lost souls.


In the parable the Pharisees complain about the tax collectors and others that have followed Jesus to the house where Jesus is at, eating with other invited guests saying, “Look, He welcomes sinners, and He eats with them.” It was important to maintain ritual cleanness when eating and to eat with sinners was to assume their uncleanness, and this made you unclean too. They didn’t understand Jesus had compassion and love for all.


Most of the teachings in the parable are based on the Prodigal son; but there are also the father and the older brother. I’m sure you remember the story. The younger son asked his father for an advance on his inheritance. The father gives it to him, and the son leaves to make his way in the world. But soon he has lost all his money and is flat broke. He gets hired by a pig farmer and slops pigs, but he wasn’t making hardly any money. The pigs got fatter, and he got skinnier and very hungry. He realizes that his father’s servants had it better than him. So, he goes home, ready to become one of his father’s workers which would be better than how he was doing now.


As he draws closer to home, his father runs out, kisses him, welcomes him. He doesn’t even scold him. The father is just happy to have his younger son home!


Just as the father forgave the wayward son, God forgives us and welcomes us back when we have gone away from him.


The older brother comes home from working in his father’s fields and hears music and everything that is going on and wonders what is going on. When he asks a hired hand, he is told, “Your brother has come home, and your father is throwing a party.” The older son is furious and after washing up and refuses to go to the party. The father begs him to come to the party for the younger brother, but the older brother is so angry and can’t believe the father would welcome the younger brother back with open arms and give him a party!


Yet even though the older brother criticized the younger brother both brothers were like two peas in a pod. The prodigal brother was self-centered, he only thought about himself and pleasure. The older brother was also self-centered. He thought only of himself and his pride. The older brother just couldn’t believe that his father would forgive the wayward younger brother and welcome him home!


How many times do we act like either the younger son or the older brother and turn away from blessings that God wants to give us because we are too stubborn, and we don’t listen to Him? Do we pay attention his voice, to his nudging when he calls us to do something we don’t want to do? Do we think we ‘can’t do it’, we are not equipped to do it? God doesn’t call the equipped, He equips the called. Listen for His call! Amen.

Prayers with the Lord’s Prayer: (sins; sinned)

Heavenly Father, we praise you and thank you for all the blessings you have given us. Lord, help us to do YOUR will when you call us. We know you provide us with everything we need to do what you call us to do. We come into your house and try to put aside the cares of life, the busyness of living but sometimes our thoughts drown out your voice and what you are saying to us. We want to hear what you say to us, Lord, but sometimes we just don’t listen for your voice. Fill us with your Spirit, Lord, give us strength so we can know the love of Christ. We pray for wisdom and knowledge to discern your Word and to have a closer relationship with you. We Pray these things in the name of Jesus who taught us to pray . . . Our Father,  . . . Amen
Benediction:

Go out into God’s world filled with the spark of the Holy Spirit. Let love guide your actions. Listen for the Spirit of Truth. Spread the peace of Christ and remind everyone you meet that each one is a beloved child of God. Amen.
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Weekly Devotional #22                   June 5, 2022        “Do You Have a Prodigal Son?”

                                                      Pentecost Sunday

This Sunday Pastor Ron Reitz is our Special Speaker. This meditation is a reflection on Pentecost and also the scripture Pastor Ron be speaking about. We pray this devotional will be meaningful to you. 

Take a minute or two for silent prayer to come before God.

Call to Worship: change this

L: Let us come together as part of God’s beloved family.

P: We are indeed God’s children. Let us gather today in God’s house.

L: We have been faithful at times and we have strayed at times from God’s love,

P: But God has never given up on us, always awaiting our return home.

L: Come, let us worship together.

Invocation:  

Heavenly Father, on this day 2000 years ago, you created the church by having the Holy Spirit exist in your believers. We rejoice that you have allowed us, men and women, Jew and Gentile, to experience new life. God, like a loving parent You have always watched over us, even when we were intent on running away from You. Forgive us, Lord. We thank you and give You are heartfelt love. In Christ we pray. Amen.

Readings: *indicates sermon text

Responsive: Psalm 107:1-3, 17-22

New Testament: Acts 2:1-21

New Testament: 2 Corinthians 5:16-21

*Gospel: Luke 15:11-32

Meditation: “Do You Have a Prodigal Son?”

This Sunday June 5 is Pentecost. So before we get to the sermon text, lets reflect on Pentecost, a very important day to remember. What do we think of when we hear Pentecost? Many people think of a mighty wind, tongues of fire and multiple languages. But Acts 2 begins with another detail that’s just as key: Jesus’ disciples “were all together in one place.” Of course, we also think of Pentecost Sunday. Pentecost started as a Jewish festival commemorating God’s giving the Law to the Israelites 50 days after they escaped from slavery in Egypt. 50 days after Jesus’ resurrection, on a day called Pente-cost, the Christian church was born. Because Pentecost was a holiday celebrating the harvest (a bit like our Thanksgiving), the apostles and a large crowd had gathered to celebrate in Jerusalem.  On Pentecost we remember when the Holy Spirit descended to Jesus’ disciples as they gathered 10 days after Jesus’ ascension. Because the disciples could then share the good news with all the pilgrims assembled for the Pentecost festival, the occasion marks the birthday of the Christian church. Because the disciples were together physically and spiritually, the early believers didn’t miss the life-changing, world-changing birth of the Church. That day alone, about 3,000 people devoted their lives to Christ. Like the Holy Spirit, Pentecost is important and relevant today. As theologian Henri Nouwen writes, “Without Pentecost the Christ-event – the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus – remains confined in history as something to remember, think about and reflect on. The Spirit of Jesus comes to dwell within us, so that we can become living Christs here and now.”


While the pandemic changed our definition of gathering, it also highlighted our need for interaction. If Jesus’ followers hadn’t been assembled on Pentecost, they would’ve missed the outpouring of God’s power and the indescribable joy God had for them. Think about what believers today might miss if we neglect to worship with other friends of Christ. Who would want to miss God’s blessings, promises and joy?


In Acts 2:1-4, scripture tells that ‘On the day of Pentecost all believers were meeting together in one place. Suddenly, there was a sound from heaven like the roaring of a mighty windstorm, and it filled the house where they were sitting. Then, what looked like flames or tongues of fire appeared and settled on each of them. And everyone present was filled with the Holy Spirit and began speaking in other languages, as the Holy Spirit gave them this ability.’ What an amazing sight to see that must have been! To see the believers speaking in tongues was also perplexing to the people. Of course, others in the crowd thought those speaking in tongues were drunk and ridiculed them. 


But Peter shouted at the crowd that the people were not drunk and that it was predicted long ago by the prophet Joel in Acts 2:17-18: ‘In the last days, God says, “I will pour out my Spirit upon all people, Your sons and daughters will prophesy. Your young men will see visions, and your old men will dream dreams. In those days I will pour out my Spirit even on my servants – men and women alike – and they will prophesy…. Acts 2:21 ‘But everyone who calls on the name of the LORD will be saved.’


Before the pandemic, on Pentecost Sunday the choir would sing an anthem “Filled With the Glory.” I know many of us miss hearing the choir sing. I’m sure choir members miss it also. We’ve lost several members of our choir and we would need people to step up and be willing to sing in the choir. Hopefully at some point the choir will be able to sing again. As we sing our hymns this week may we be like the first believers and sing with enthusiasm and joy!

According to a news report, a certain private school in Victoria recently was faced with a unique problem. Several 12-year-old girls were beginning to use lipstick and would put it on in the bathroom. That was fine, but after they put on their lipstick they would press their lips to the mirror, leaving dozens of lip prints. Every night, the custodian would remove the lip prints and the next day the girls would put them back. Finally, the principal decided that something had to be done. She met the girls and at the custodian the bathroom and explained that all these lip prints were causing a major problem for the custodian who had to clean the mirrors every night. To demonstrate how difficult, it had been to clean the mirrors, she asked the custodian to show the girls how much effort was required. He took out a long-handled squeegee, dipped it in the toilet, and cleaned the mirror with it. Since then, there have been no lip prints on the mirror. There are teachers and then there are educators. Sometimes it takes seeing something to learn a lesson doesn’t it?


Our Meditation is on Luke 15:11-32, the Parable of the Prodigal Son.

When D. L. Moody was directing his Sunday School in Chicago, one boy walked several miles to attend; and somebody asked him, “Why don’t you go to a Sunday School closer to home?” His reply might have been used by tavern keepers and sinners in Jesus’ day: “Because they love a feller over there.”


Sinners came to Jesus, not because he catered to them or compromised his message, but because he cared for them. He understood their needs and tried to help them, while the Pharisees criticized them and kept their distance. The Pharisees had a knowledge of the Old Testament Law and a desire for personal purity, but they had no love for lost souls.


In the parable the Pharisees complain about the tax collectors and others that have followed Jesus to the house where Jesus is at, eating with other invited guests saying, “Look, He welcomes sinners, and He eats with them.” It was important to maintain ritual cleanness when eating and to eat with sinners was to assume their uncleanness, and this made you unclean too. They didn’t understand Jesus had compassion and love for all.


Most of the teachings in the parable are based on the Prodigal son; but there are also the father and the older brother. I’m sure you remember the story. The younger son asked his father for an advance on his inheritance. The father gives it to him, and the son leaves to make his way in the world. But soon he has lost all his money and is flat broke. He gets hired by a pig farmer and slops pigs, but he wasn’t making hardly any money. The pigs got fatter, and he got skinnier and very hungry. He realizes that his father’s servants had it better than him. So, he goes home, ready to become one of his father’s workers which would be better than how he was doing now.


As he draws closer to home, his father runs out, kisses him, welcomes him. He doesn’t even scold him. The father is just happy to have his younger son home!


Just as the father forgave the wayward son, God forgives us and welcomes us back when we have gone away from him.


The older brother comes home from working in his father’s fields and hears music and everything that is going on and wonders what is going on. When he asks a hired hand, he is told, “Your brother has come home, and your father is throwing a party.” The older son is furious and after washing up and refuses to go to the party. The father begs him to come to the party for the younger brother, but the older brother is so angry and can’t believe the father would welcome the younger brother back with open arms and give him a party!


Yet even though the older brother criticized the younger brother both brothers were like two peas in a pod. The prodigal brother was self-centered, he only thought about himself and pleasure. The older brother was also self-centered. He thought only of himself and his pride. The older brother just couldn’t believe that his father would forgive the wayward younger brother and welcome him home!


How many times do we act like either the younger son or the older brother and turn away from blessings that God wants to give us because we are too stubborn, and we don’t listen to Him? Do we pay attention his voice, to his nudging when he calls us to do something we don’t want to do? Do we think we ‘can’t do it’, we are not equipped to do it? God doesn’t call the equipped, He equips the called. Listen for His call! Amen.

Prayers with the Lord’s Prayer: (sins; sinned)

Heavenly Father, we praise you and thank you for all the blessings you have given us. Lord, help us to do YOUR will when you call us. We know you provide us with everything we need to do what you call us to do. We come into your house and try to put aside the cares of life, the busyness of living but sometimes our thoughts drown out your voice and what you are saying to us. We want to hear what you say to us, Lord, but sometimes we just don’t listen for your voice. Fill us with your Spirit, Lord, give us strength so we can know the love of Christ. We pray for wisdom and knowledge to discern your Word and to have a closer relationship with you. We Pray these things in the name of Jesus who taught us to pray . . . Our Father,  . . . Amen
Benediction:

Go out into God’s world filled with the spark of the Holy Spirit. Let love guide your actions. Listen for the Spirit of Truth. Spread the peace of Christ and remind everyone you meet that each one is a beloved child of God. Amen.
